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Detention Camp,
15th July, 1943
To
The Additional Secretary,
Government of India, H. D., New Delhi
Dear Sir,
^ In reply to my request dated 5th March last for a copy of
Government of India publication entitled "Congress Respon-
sibility for the Disturbances, 1942-43", I received a copy on 13th
April. It contains several corrections marked in red ink. Some
of them are striking.
2.    I take it that the Government have based the charges
made in the publication against the Congress and myself on
the material printed therein and not on the evidence which, as
stated in the preface, is withheld from the public.
3.    The preface is brief and is signed by Sir R. Tottenham,
Additional Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart-
Tnent.  It is dated 13th February last, i.e., three days after the
commencement of my recent fast. The date is ominous. Why
was the period of my fast chosen for publishing a document in
which I am the target?
4.    The preface commences thus:
"In response to demands which have reached Government from
several sources, Government have now prepared a review which brings
together a number of facts...bearing on the responsibility of
Mr. Gandhi and the Congress High Command for the disturbances
iwhich followed the sanctioning of a mass movement by the A. I. C. C.,
on August 8th, 1942."
There is an obvious mis-statement here. The disturbances
followed not the "sanctioning of the mass movement by the
A. I. C. C." but the arrests made by the Government. As for
the "demands", so far as I am aware, they began soon after
the wholesale arrests of principal Congressmen all over India.
As the Government are aware, in my letters to H. E. the Viceroy,
the last being dated 7th February, 1943, I had asked for proof
%n support of my alleged guilt. The evidence now produced
might have been given to me when I raised the question. Had
myTequest been complied with, one advantage would certainly
have accrued. I would have been heard in answer to the charges
brought against me. That very process would have delayed the
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